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The City Council of the City of Shoreacres, Texas, met in Regular Session on
Monday, June 22, 2015 at 7:00 p.m.

in the City Council Chambers of City Hall, 601 Shore Acres Blvd., Shoreacres, Texas
with the following present constituting a quorum:

Mayor Rick Moses
Mayor pro tem Richard Adams

Alderman David Jennings
Alderman Jerome McKown

Alderwoman Nancy J. Schnell
Alderman Mike Wheeler

City Administrator / City Secretary David K. Stall, CFM, TEM

1.0 CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL:

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Moses at 7:00 p.m.

2.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3.0 SPECIAL PRESENTATION

Mayor Moses asked for a moment of silence in memory of Alderman Tommy Moser from
the City of La Porte, and Ms. Leona Mitchell, a long time Shoreacres residence.

3.1 None.

4.0 APPROVAL OF MINUTES

4.1 Special Council Meeting June 8, 2015.

Nancy Schnell moved to approve the June 8, 2015 Special Council Meeting
minutes; Seconded by Mike Wheeler. Motion carried unanimously.

4.2 Regular Council Meeting June 8, 2015.

Richard Adams moved to approve the June 8, 2015 Regular Council Meeting
minutes; Seconded by Nancy Schnell. Motion carried unanimously.

5.0 COUNCIL REPORTS & REQUESTS

5.1 Mayor Moses

5.1.1 Tropical Storm Bill – Mayor Moses was out of town during the event, but
kept close contact with Mr. Stall and Chief Harrison via telephone.
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5.1.2 Discussions with TxDOT about the sound wall at SH-146 – Per Mr. Lucio
Ortiz, the state has approved the aggregate [texture] design of the wall.
Also, for better drainage by the pond area, they will enlarge the bottom
vents of the wall panels.

6.0 PUBLIC HEARINGS & PUBLIC COMMENTS

6.1 Doris Rowell – Speed limit on Shore Acres Blvd. west of Old Hwy 146.

Ms. Rowell was not present.

6.2 Citizen Comments:

Felicia Ramos, 3416 Sunrise: Voiced a complaint about the overgrown lot
adjacent to her property. She also suggested a homeowner’s fee of $5 deposited
in a separate account to pay for mowing of overgrown lots in the city.

Neil Moyer, 1124 N. Country Club: Commented that if the speed limit on Shore
Acres Blvd. should be lowered to 35 MPH it would allow the operation of golf
carts on that street. Heavy trash is not being pick up in a timely manner. Item 8.5
prohibiting wild and/or exotic animals; if we don’t like to hear chicken clucking or
dogs barking, we could muzzle them. Item 8.7 Resolution 2015-147 that would
adopt GFOA standards to achieve an annual award; recommends council to
voluntarily try the GFOA guidance at the upcoming budget session. Are there any
communities the size of Shoreacres utilizing the GFOA guidance? What are the
costs/benefits for adopting the GFOA guidance? In FY 2014-15 Shoreacres
police was dispatched sixteen times to the residence of one council member.
What did it costs the city and what benefits did the city received from these calls?

Patrick Stanton, 128 Shady Lawn: Thanked Mr. Jennings for bringing Item 8.5,
prohibiting wild and/or exotic animals or livestock, up for discussion. Council
needs to amend this ordinance so that it could be enforceable or remove it
completely. Item 6.0 Public Comments - would like for citizens to be able to
speak on any topic. Also, allow public comments on items as they appear on the
agenda. Heavy pickup – city needs to find an alternative because the current
plan is not working. City needs to take aggressive action to clean up abandon
property.

Diane Victor, 3346 Miramar: Requested No Parking signs on Miramar to be
relocated to another location to prevent further mishaps of people backing into it.

Margaret Moore, 401 Oakdale: Stated that ditches needs mowing; pepper vines
are growing into the streets and Heron Park. Asked what park donation funds are
earmarked for what?

Ron Moore, 401 Oakdale: Stated that problem with drainage on Shadylawn is
due to the pipes on Shadylawn are set higher than those on Shore Acres Blvd.
City will need to re-set these pipes on Shadylawn to correct drainage problem.

Kimberly Sanford, 211 Shore Acres Blvd.: Requested a permit to allow parking
on Miramar for the upcoming fishing tournament. Suggested that Shell Beach
should be for “members only.” Asked city staff to respond to her previous
requests. She does not see a problem with having chickens inside city limits,
maybe limiting the number of chicken.

Karen Harris, 215 Oakdale: Stated that she’s in agreement with Kim Sanford and
the Ordinance should be change to allow a certain number of chickens.
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David Harris, 215 Oakdale: Suggested for a small dollar amount added to the
water bill quarterly to supplement the cost of heavy trash pick-up.

Charlotte Wells, 3342 Miramar: Agreed with others to allow chicken inside city
limit, eggs are up in price.

Mike Mazariagos, 615 Meadowlawn: Thanked council for their efforts.

7.0 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

7.1 City Administrator Report:

7.1.1 Tropical Storm Bill: Preparation, response, and impact: With the approach
of a tropical storm city personnel went into storm preparation mode.
Barricades were put out in areas that are known to experience street
flooding. All generators check to ensure they were in working condition. In
the end we were very fortunate that there was no damage to any of the
city’s water, wastewater systems, or other city facilities.

7.1.2 Attorney General letter ruling on public information request: Attorney
General ruled that the city must withhold the requested information to
protect the individual’ss privacy and the case is now closed.

7.1.3 First Monday Heavy Trash Program: Received a proposal for heavy
pickup at $38,400 a year - which will allow for two pick-up days a month
and $1,600 a day for any additional days. Due to limited budget funds we
will commit with this vendor only through September 30, 2015. Council
will need to review this line item in the next fiscal year and decide whether
to reduce the materials being collected or increase budget amount.

7.1.4 Circle Park: Facilities and playground equipment: Materials were order to
repair some of the playground equipment. Playground equipment will
need to be replaced sometime in the future. The cost to replace the
equipment with a like system is around $70,000 to $80,000. Faucets and
hand dryers in the restrooms are in working condition; we do not supply
hot water, only cold.

7.1.5 Voluntary park donation program: Received $360 from eight donors.
Funds are held separately for park improvements that are approved by
council.

7.1.6 Sinkhole on Shore Acres Blvd. Reported to Precinct 2.

7.1.7 City landscaping on Shore Acres Blvd median and at City Hall: The oak
tree in front of City Hall and crepe myrtles on Shore Acres Blvd. median
were pruned.

7.2 Monthly financial report.

General Fund Checking $ 314,209.77

Utility Fund Checking $ 40,072.06

Service Deposit Checking $ 53,968.76

TxCDBG Checking $ 1,112.84

TexPool $ 745,895.91

Certificates of Deposit $ 255,852.00

Property tax collected YTD $ 857,831.18
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General sales tax collected YTD $ 48,973.67

Road maintenance sales tax collected YTD $ 12,243.42

8.0 BUSINESS

8.1 Consideration and approval of invoices.

Richard Adams moved to approve the invoices. Seconded by Mike Wheeler.
Motion carried unanimously.

8.2 Discussion of the placement of no parking signs on Miramar Drive.

Item 8.2 was discussed and action proposed for consideration at the July 13
council meeting.

8.3 Discussion of code enforcement related to City Code section 74-311, General
erection limitations [fences].

Mr. Jennings posed a series of questions to Mr. Stall regarding code
enforcement of fences. No council action was taken.

8.4 Discussion of storm drainage issues on Westview Street south of Shore Acres
Blvd. to the ditch southeast of Baywood Street; and, general discussion of
drainage in the city.

Mr. Jennings asked Mr. Stall to explain storm drainage in the city. No council
action was taken.

8.5 Discussion of code enforcement related to City Code section 6-206, Keeping of
wild and/or exotic animals or livestock prohibited.

Mr. Jennings asked Mr. Stall a series of questions and asked him to explain City
Code section 6-206. No council action was taken.

8.6 Discussion of code enforcement efforts related to the property at 1005 South
Country Club Drive.

Mr. Jennings asked Mr. Stall to explained code enforcement efforts at 1005
South Country Club Drive. No council action was taken.

8.7 Discussion and approval of Resolution No. 2015-147 adopting the standards
required by the Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) to achieve the
Distinguished Budget Presentation Award; requiring the budget officer to create,
assemble, and present all budgets in accordance therewith; and, that an
application be made annually to GFOA for the award.

David Jennings moved to approve Resolution No. 2015-147. Seconded by Nancy
Schnell. David Jennings and Nancy Schnell voted Aye; Richard Adams, Jerome
McKown, Mike Wheeler voted Nay. Motion failed.

8.8 Discussion and approval of Ordinance No. 2015-182 amending Shoreacres City
Code, Chapter 2, Article II, Division 1 – Meetings to clarify inclusion and notice of
subjects to be addressed on meeting agendas.

Richard Adams moved to approve Ordinance No. 2015-182. Seconded by Nancy
Schnell. After discussion, Nancy Schnell moved to amend Ordinance No. 2015-
182 to read, “section 2-61 through 2-69 of the City code.” Seconded by Jerome
McKown. Motion carried unanimously.



City of Shoreacres – Meeting Minutes

Page 5 of 5

9.0 ADJOURNMENT

With no further business pending on the agenda, the meeting was adjourned by Mayor
Moses at 7:49 p.m.

PASSED AND APPROVED ON THIS 13th DAY OF JULY, 2015.

( C I T Y S E A L )

_____________________________

Rick Moses, Mayor

ATTEST:

_______________________________________

David K. Stall, CFM, TEM

City Administrator / City Secretary
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Shoreacres Police Department
602 Shore Acres Blvd., Shoreacres, Texas 77571 / 281.307.1950 / Fax: 281.471.8955

MEMORANDUM

DATE: July 2, 2015
TO: City Council

FROM: Troy D. Harrison
RE: June, 2015 Activity report

Below are the listed calls for service during the month of June, 2015:

No. Nature Calls
ALARM BURGLAR 4
ANIMAL CONTROL PROBLEM 8
ASSIST BY LAW 37
ASSIST CITIZEN 4
BURGLARY 1
CRIMINAL MISCHIEF 1
DISABLED VEHICLE 6
DISTURBANCE 11
FLAGDOWN 2
FOLLOW UP 3
INTOXICATED DRIVER PERSON 2
LOUD MUSIC NOISE 6
MINOR ACCIDENT 5
PARKING VIOLATION 5
PRISONER PROCESS 3
PROPERTY LOST RECOVERED 2
RECKLESS DRIVER CONDUCT 5
SEXUAL ASSAULT 1
SUSPICIOUS CIRC PERSON VEHICLE 28
THEFT 3
THREAT TERRORISTIC 1
TRAFFIC HAZ PROB DIRECT RELAT 2
TRAFFIC STOP 149
TRESPASS 3
WEAPONS OFFENSES 1
WELFARE CONCERN 6

Total Calls 299
Citations Issued 163
House Watches 9
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MEMORANDUM
City of Shoreacres

601 Shore Acres Blvd., Shoreacres, TX 77571-7262 / 281.471.2244 / 281.471.8955 Fax

DATE:

TO:

CC:

FROM:

REF:

July 7th, 2015

David K. Stall, City Administrator

Erick Ingram, Public Works Director

Public Works Monthly Report (June) 2015

FILE REFERENCE: M11060701 RF Missing Reciept.docx

Public Works purchased 4,112,000 Gallons of water in June.

Public Works Utility crew repaired 2 water leaks 2-Mainline 0-Service connections

Parks crew has continued slope mowing & weed trimming.

Crews are in the process of replacing Circle Park items, Basketball goal nets, coated

Chains for swing sets, and have ordered parts to get playground back in service asap.

There are no other special projects to report on at this time.



PUBLIC WORKS Month : June 2015
Monthly Productivity Report

Total Calls Total Collected
in Cu. Yrds.

***Water/Wastewater*** 2 ***Solid Waste***
Water Repairs 2 Recycling : 40
Meter Changeouts 0 * Paper 10
Backfills (Yard Cleanups) 2 * Plastic 14
Fire Hydrant Repairs 0 * Cardboard 12
Water Taps 0 * Aluminum Cans 2
Water Plant Repairs 0 * Glass 2
Sewer Taps 0 Debris Removal 0
Sewer Point Repairs 0
Lift Station Repairs 0
Manhole Repairs 0
After Hour Repairs 0

Repairs

***Streets and Drainage*** ***ROW Maintenance***
Potholes : 0 Miles Mowed 5

* Concrete Repairs 0 Miles of Ditch Inspected 10
* Asphalt Repairs 0 Culverts Inspected 5

Drainage Cave-in Repairs 0 Hours Mowed 16

***Traffic*** ***Parks***
Stop Sign Repairs 2 Cubic Yards of Trash Removed 1
Safety Sign Repairs 0 Park Equipment Repair 0
Public Notification Signs 0 Lighting Repairs 0
Repaired 0



Chlorine Residual Date Gallons

Monthly Flushing Report Jun-15

3548 Bayou Forest 1.6 6/25/2015 6000

Shore Acres Blvd @ W. Country Club 1.7 6/25/2015 6000

N. Country Club @ Centre 1.7 6/25/2015 6000

S. Country Club @ Centre 2 6/25/2015 6000

E. Country Club @ Forest 1.9 6/25/2015 6000

Shore Acres Blvd @ Old Hwy 146 1 6/29/2015 6000

Fairfield @ Byway 1.1 6/25/2015 6000

Baywood @ Byway 1 6/24/2015 6000

Shore Acres Blvd @ Sunrise 1.1 6/25/2015 6000

Westview between Shady Lawn & Oakdale 0.9 6/29/2015 6000

Park @ Baywood 0.8 6/29/2015 6000

635 Baywood 0.9 6/25/2015 6000

Fairfield @ Sunrise 1 6/25/2015 6000

Fairfield @ Miramar 1 6/26/2015 6000

Miramar @ Forest 0.9 6/26/2015 6000

Oakdale @ Brookside 0.9 6/26/2015 6000

Miramar @ Oakdale 0.9 6/26/2015 6000

Miramar @ Baywood 1 6/26/2015 6000

Total Gallons Flushed 108,000



Water Leaks

Date: Location: Duration: Main size City/Cust Water Loss/gls

6/23/2015 218 E Forest 2 days 1 1/2 City 1000

Total 1,000
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ORDINANCE No. 2015-184
CITY OF SHOREACRES, TEXAS

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SHOREACRES APPROVING A
SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TEXAS COAST
UTILITIES COALITION OF CITIES AND CENTERPOINT ENERGY
RESOURCES CORP., D/B/A CENTERPOINT ENTEX AND
CENTERPOINT ENERGY TEXAS GAS REGARDING THE COMPANY’S
STATEMENT OF INTENT TO CHANGE GAS UTILITY RATES IN ITS
TEXAS COAST DIVISION; DECLARING EXISTING RATES TO BE
UNREASONABLE; DENYING CENTERPOINT’S PROPOSED
INCREASE; ADOPTING TARIFFS THAT REFLECT RATE
ADJUSTMENTS CONSISTENT WITH THE SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT
AND FINDING THE RATES TO BE SET BY THE ATTACHED TARIFFS
TO BE JUST AND REASONABLE; FINDING THE CITY’S RATE CASE
EXPENSES REASONABLE; DIRECTING CENTERPOINT TO
REIMBURSE THE CITY ITS REASONABLE RATE CASE EXPENSES;
DETERMINING THAT THIS ORDINANCE WAS PASSED IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE TEXAS OPEN
MEETINGS ACT; DECLARING AN EFFECTIVE DATE; REPEALING
ANY PRIOR RESOLUTIONS OR ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT WITH
THIS ORDINANCE AND REQUIRING DELIVERY OF THIS ORDINANCE
TO THE COMPANY AND LEGAL COUNSEL.

* * * * *

WHEREAS, the City of Shoreacres Texas (“City”) has exclusive original

jurisdiction as a regulatory authority over CenterPoint Energy Resources Corp., d/b/a

CenterPoint Entex and CenterPoint Energy Texas Gas’ (“CenterPoint” or “Company”)

rates, operations, and services within the City; and,

WHEREAS, the City is also a gas utility customer of CenterPoint, and has an

interest in CenterPoint’s rates and charges; and,

WHEREAS, CenterPoint filed a Statement of Intent with the City on or about

March 27, 2015 (“March 27th Application”) to increase its annual revenue requirement by

approximately $6.8 million in the Company’s Texas Coast Division, with a proposed

effective date of May 1, 2015, which represents an increase in base revenue of

approximately 11%; and,

WHEREAS, CenterPoint on March 27, 2015, filed its Statement of Intent with the

Railroad Commission of Texas to increase its annual revenue requirement by

approximately $6.8 million in the Company’s Texas Coast Division, with a proposed

effective date of May 1, 2015, which represents an increase in base revenue of
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approximately 11%, and subsequently modified its request to seek an increase of about

$7.2 million, which represents an increase of about 12% in non-gas revenue; and

WHEREAS, the City took action to suspend the effective date and to coordinate

a response to CenterPoint’s filing with other similarly situated municipalities (such

participating cities are referred to herein as the Texas Coast Utilities Coalition of cities

(“TCUC”); and,

WHEREAS, the City took action on or before May 1, 2015 to suspend

CenterPoint’s proposed effective date; and,

WHEREAS, one of TCUC’s goals is to minimize rate-case expenses to the

extent reasonable, that otherwise would result from lengthy, contested rate-case

proceedings before the Railroad Commission of Texas and through the appellate

process in the courts for the pending rate case; and

WHEREAS, TCUC authorized its attorneys and experts to formulate and review

reasonable settlement positions to resolve CenterPoint’s pending request to increase

rates; and other rate proceedings related to Gas Utilities Docket Nos. 9791, 9910,

10007, and 10097; and,

WHEREAS, TCUC’s attorneys met numerous times with the Company to

negotiate a Settlement Agreement resolving the issues raised by the Company’s

Statement of Intent filing; and,

WHEREAS, after extensive review and analysis, TCUC’s attorneys and experts

found that CenterPoint’s initially proposed increase in revenue and its initially proposed

rates are unreasonable; and,

WHEREAS, TCUC’s attorneys and experts have evaluated what a likely outcome

from a fully-litigated proceeding would be and are of the opinion that the increase of

approximately $4.9 million noted in the negotiated Settlement Agreement compares

favorably with a likely outcome from a fully-litigated proceeding; and,

WHEREAS, after extensive review and analysis, TCUC’s attorneys and experts

found that the lower increase of approximately $4.9 million instead of the $7.2 million

increase initially proposed by CenterPoint is reasonable; and,
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WHEREAS, TCUC’s attorneys and experts and TCUC, based on the advice of its

attorneys and experts, recommend that TCUC members approve the negotiated

Settlement Agreement and attached tariffs; and,

WHEREAS, under the Gas Utility Regulatory Act, the City has a right to

reimbursement of its reasonable rate-case expenses and CenterPoint has an obligation

to reimburse the City’s reasonable rate-case expenses; and,

WHEREAS, the attached tariffs implementing new rates are consistent with the

Settlement Agreement and are just, reasonable, and in the public interest; and,

WHEREAS, the Settlement Agreements regarding CenterPoint’s March 27th

Application and Gas Utilities Docket Nos. 9791, 9910, 10007, and 10097, as a whole are

in the public interest;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF

SHOREACRES:

Section 1. That the findings set out in the preamble are in all things approved and

incorporated herein as if fully set forth.

Section 2. That the City Council finds that the Settlement Agreement regarding

CenterPoint’s March 27th Application, attached hereto as Attachment A, and including

Exhibits A through Exhibits E of that Settlement Agreement, and the Agreement

regarding Gas Utilities Docket Nos. 9791, 9910, 10007, and 10097, appended hereto as

Attachment B, all incorporated herein, are in the public interest and are hereby endorsed

in all respects.

Section 3. That CenterPoint’s existing rates are found unreasonable and the rates

set forth in the Settlement Agreement are just and reasonable.

Section 4. That the revenue and resulting rates set forth in the Settlement

Agreement and schedule of rates and tariffs for gas-utility service provided by

CenterPoint, and the reimbursement of rate case expenses, which are attached as

Exhibit A to the Settlement Agreement appended to this Ordinance in Attachment A, are

just and reasonable, and are hereby adopted for service rendered on and after August

21, 2015.
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Section 5. That the rates under the Settlement Agreement shall be effective for

service rendered on and after August 21, 2015.

Section 6. That CenterPoint shall submit to the City annually, reports by no later

than September 30 of each year detailing the amount of rate case expenses CenterPoint

has collected through rates as of August 30 of each year and showing the balance

remaining to be collected.

Section 7. That CenterPoint’s and TCUC’s rate-case expenses incurred in

CenterPoint’s March 27th Application, and TCUC’s rate-case expenses incurred in

Railroad Commission of Texas Gas Utilities Docket Nos. 9791, 9910, 10007, and 10097,

are reasonable; and the amounts shown in the Settlement Agreement for plant-in-

service balances; the base-year level amounts for tracking changes in pension-related

and other post-employment benefits; and the factors shown for capital structure; return

on equity; and the factors related to Interim Rate Adjustments, are appropriate for future

ratemaking proceedings submitted by CenterPoint.

Section 8. That CenterPoint is ordered to reimburse TCUC’s total rate case

expenses incurred in CenterPoint’s March 27th Application and in incurred by TCUC

related to Railroad Commission of Texas Gas Utilities Docket Nos. 9791, 9910, 10007,

and 10097, within thirty (30) days from the effective date of this Ordinance.

Section 9. That to the extent any resolution or ordinance previously adopted by the

Council is inconsistent with this Ordinance, it is hereby repealed.

Section 10. That the meeting at which this Ordinance was approved was in all things

conducted in strict compliance with the Texas Open Meetings Act, Texas Government

Code, Chapter 551.

Section 11. That if any one or more sections or clauses of this Ordinance is adjudged

to be unconstitutional or invalid, such judgment shall not affect, impair or invalidate the

remaining provision of this Ordinance and the remaining provisions of the Ordinance

shall be interpreted as if the offending section or clause never existed.
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Section 12. That this Ordinance shall become effective from and after its passage.

Section 13. The City Secretary or other appropriate city official shall notify

CenterPoint of this Ordinance by sending a copy of the Ordinance to Mr. Thomas

Stevens, Director of Regulatory Affairs, CenterPoint Energy, P.O. Box 2628,

Houston, Texas 77252-2628, and TCUC shall be notified by sending a copy of this

Ordinance to Mr. Alfred R. Herrera, Herrera & Boyle, PLLC, 816 Congress Ave.,

Suite 1250, Austin, Texas 8701, by fax to 512-474-2507.

PASSED AND APPROVED this the 13th day of July 2015.

( C I T Y S E A L )
____________________________
Rick Moses, Mayor

ATTEST:

_____________________________
David K. Stall, CFM, TEM
City Secretary
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OPTION 1: Signs Facing Northbound Traffic

OPTION 2: Signs Facing the Intersection (Eastbound Traffic)
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City of Shoreacres, Texas Resolution No. 2015-148

RESOLUTION No. 2015-148
CITY OF SHOREACRES

A RESOLUTION APPOINTING MEMBERS OF THE PARKS AND
RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD; MAKING VARIOUS FINDINGS AND
PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE SUBJECT; FINDING COMPLIANCE
WITH THE OPEN MEETINGS LAW; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE
DATE HEREOF.

* * * *

WHEREAS, Section 42-32 of the Shoreacres’ City Code confers upon the mayor

the authority to nominate members of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board

upon the expiration of terms and to fill unexpired terms of any member who

resigns or who no longer meets the qualifications of office; and,

WHEREAS, Section 42-32 of the Shoreacres’ City Code provides that such

nominations shall be ratified by the City Council during a regular council meeting;

WHEREAS, Mayor Rick Moses hereby nominates John Kuhn to be a member of

the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY

OF SHOREACRES:

THAT, the City Council hereby ratifies and appoints the following individuals as

members of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board:

Position 6. John Kuhn serving a two-year term ending January 31, 2016.

THAT, each member hereby appointed is a resident, living within the city limits,

and qualified voter of the City of Shoreacres for at least the previous six-month

before appointment or under the age of 18 years of age at the time of

appointment.

The City Council officially finds, determines, recites, and declares that a sufficient

written notice of the date, hour, place and subject of this meeting of the City

Council was posted at a place convenient to the public at the City Hall of the City

for the time required by law preceding this meeting, as required by the Open

Meetings Law, Chapter 551, Texas Government Code; and that this meeting has

been open to the public as required by law at all times during which this resolution

and the subject matter thereof has been discussed, considered and formally acted

upon. The City Council further ratifies, approves and confirms such written notice

and the contents and posting thereof.
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This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon passage.

PASSED AND APPROVED, this 13th day of July, 2015.

CITY OF SHOREACRES

( C I T Y S E A L )

By: ____________________________

Rick Moses, Mayor

ATTEST:

____________________________

David K. Stall, CFM, TEM
City Secretary
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ORDINANCE No. 2015-183
CITY OF SHOREACRES, TEXAS

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF THE CITY OF
SHOREACRES ESTABLISHING A CITY ONLINE MESSAGE BOARD IN
COMPLIANCE WITH TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE SEC. 551.006;
CONTAINING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; MAKING VARIOUS
FINDINGS AND PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE SUBJECT; FINDING
COMPLIANCE WITH THE OPEN MEETINGS LAW; AND PROVIDING
AN EFFECTIVE DATE HEREOF.

* * * * *

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF

SHOREACRES:

That, the facts and matters set forth in the preamble of this Ordinance are hereby found

to be true and correct; and,

That the Shoreacres City Code is hereby amended by adding DIVISION 4. – INTERNET

under ARTICLE V – PUBLIC RECORDS; and,

That thereunder the Shoreacres City Code is hereby amended by adding a section to be

numbered 2-261, which section reads as follows:

Sec. 2-261. City Online Message Board.

(1) Definitions

(a) “Online message board” shall mean a commonly used free of charge

message board software system capable of running on the city’s official

website.

(b) “Governing Body” shall have the same meaning as in Texas Local

Government Code Sec. 22.031(b).

(c) “Users” shall mean all members of the governing body and city staff

members authorized by the Mayor.

(d) “Administrator” shall mean the person or persons designated by the

governing body to maintain the city’s website.

(2) Except as required by this section, the city shall maintain and operate its

online message board in compliance with Texas Government Code Sec.

551.006.

(3) Access and administration

(a) The administrator shall be responsible for the installation and

maintenance of the message board. Maintenance shall include software

updates, administering user accounts, and archiving messages. User

accounts shall require passwords. User passwords shall only be stored

in an encrypted format within the message board software. The

administrator shall not modify or delete any posted messages by any user

except to archive them as provided within this section.
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(b) Users shall have message board read and write privileges. Users shall

be denied modification and delete privileges to all messages posted.

Users shall ensure that no one has access to their account other than the

user assigned to the account.

(c) The public shall have read only access to all messages posted by users

on the message board.

(4) All posted messages shall remain visible to the public for a period of no less

than 12 months from the creation of the message.

(5) Users shall not post messages where the content may be construed to violate

any section of city code.

* * * *

That the governing body of city of Shoreacres directs the city administration to install,

establish, and maintain, the online message board created herein within 30 days of this

ordinance passing; and,

That if any section, clause, sentence, or phrase of this Ordinance is held to be invalid or

unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, then said holding shall in no way

affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance; and,

That the City Council officially finds, determines, recites, and declares that a sufficient

written notice of the date, hour, place and subject of this meeting of the City Council was

posted at a place convenient to the public at the City Hall of the City for the time required

by law preceding this meeting, as required by the Open Meetings Law, Chapter 551,

Texas Government Code; and that this meeting has been open to the public as required

by law at all times during which this ordinance and the subject matter thereof has been

discussed, considered and formally acted upon. The City Council further ratifies,

approves and confirms such written notice and the contents and posting thereof.

PASSED AND APPROVED this the 13th day of July 2015.

( C I T Y S E A L )
____________________________
Rick Moses, Mayor

ATTEST:

_____________________________
David K. Stall, CFM, TEM
City Secretary



S.B. 1297: Online Message Board Discussions

 

Recent legislation has attempted to allow some discussion amongst members of a governmental body outside

of an open meeting using the Internet.  Senate Bill 1297, a bill that passed during the Eighty­Third Legislative

Session, adds a provision to the Texas Open Meetings Act that is effective September 1, 2013.  This provision

provides that communication between councilmembers about public business or public policy over which the

council has supervision or control does not constitute a meeting if certain conditions are met.  The

communication must be:

1.  in writing;

2.  posted to an online message board that is viewable and searchable by the public; and

3.  displayed in real time and displayed on the message board for no less than 30 days after the

communication is first posted.

A city is prohibited from having more than one online message board used for these purposes. Additionally:

The online message board must be prominently displayed on the city’s primary website and no more

than one click away from the city’s website. 

The message board may only be used by city councilmembers or city employees that have received

authorization from the council. 

If a city employee posts on the message board, the employee must include his or her name and title

with the communication. 

The council may not vote or take action by posting on the city’s online message board, and if the city

removes a posted message, the city must retain the posting for six years.     

Facebook should satisfy the requirements of S.B. 1297.  If a city intends to use Facebook as the city’s sole

online message board, the city must ensure that the Facebook page is “public” and viewable by the public. 

Additionally, a disclaimer underneath the link from the city’s main page and on the Facebook page should be

displayed with language stating that the page is in compliance with S.B. 1297 and only members of the city

council or staff members authorized by the council may post on the board.  A section­by­section analysis of

the Government Code provision added by the bill is available at http://www.tml.org/p/SB­1297­and­Facebook­

July2013.pdf (/p/SB­1297­and­Facebook­July2013.pdf).

Other than the exception created by S.B. 1297, city officials should remember that communications between a

quorum of a city council about public business, no matter the forum or the time, can be a “meeting” to which

the Open Meetings Act applies.  If the Act applies to a discussion, an agenda must be posted 72 hours in

advance, and the public must be able to attend.  It is essentially impossible for a private Facebook post or

discussion to meet those requirements. 

As such, city councilmembers should avoid commenting on private Facebook posts related to city business if

the discussion will ultimately involve a quorum.  (Note:  Less than a quorum can also violate the Act by having

secret deliberations to circumvent the Act’s requirements.  Thus, city officials should always use caution with

social media.).

 

TML member cities may use the material herein for any purpose. No other person or entity may reproduce, duplicate, or

distribute any part of this document without the written authorization of the Texas Municipal League.

Back to Legislative Update Index (/legis_updates.asp)



Sec. 551.006.  WRITTEN ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS ACCESSIBLE 

TO PUBLIC.  (a)  A communication or exchange of information 

between members of a governmental body about public business or 

public policy over which the governmental body has supervision 

or control does not constitute a meeting or deliberation for 

purposes of this chapter if: 

(1)  the communication is in writing; 

(2)  the writing is posted to an online message board 

or similar Internet application that is viewable and searchable 

by the public; and 

(3)  the communication is displayed in real time and 

displayed on the online message board or similar Internet 

application for no less than 30 days after the communication is 

first posted. 

(b)  A governmental body may have no more than one online 

message board or similar Internet application to be used for the 

purposes described in Subsection (a).  The online message board 

or similar Internet application must be owned or controlled by 

the governmental body, prominently displayed on the governmental 

body's primary Internet web page, and no more than one click 

away from the governmental body's primary Internet web page. 

(c)  The online message board or similar Internet 

application described in Subsection (a) may only be used by 

members of the governmental body or staff members of the 

governmental body who have received specific authorization from 

a member of the governmental body.  In the event that a staff 

member posts a communication to the online message board or 

similar Internet application, the name and title of the staff 

member must be posted along with the communication. 

(d)  If a governmental body removes from the online message 

board or similar Internet application a communication that has 

been posted for at least 30 days, the governmental body shall 

maintain the posting for a period of six years.  This 

communication is public information and must be disclosed in 

accordance with Chapter 552. 



(e)  The governmental body may not vote or take any action 

that is required to be taken at a meeting under this chapter of 

the governmental body by posting a communication to the online 

message board or similar Internet application.  In no event 

shall a communication or posting to the online message board or 

similar Internet application be construed to be an action of the 

governmental body. 
 

Added by Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 685 (H.B. 2414), Sec. 

3, eff. June 14, 2013. 

Added by Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1201 (S.B. 1297), Sec. 

1, eff. September 1, 2013. 
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BILL ANALYSIS 

 

 

Senate Research Center S.B. 1297 

 By: Watson 

 Open Government 

 3/21/2013 

 As Filed 

 

 

 

AUTHOR'S / SPONSOR'S STATEMENT OF INTENT 

 

To ensure public business is conducted in an open and transparent manner, the Texas Open 

Meetings Act (Act) prohibits a member of a state or local governmental body's board or 

commission from communicating with its fellow board members unless it is in an open meeting. 

As a result, boards cannot communicate electronically or otherwise outside of publicly posted 

meetings about official business or policy matters. 

 

S.B. 1297 expands the Act by authorizing governmental bodies to use a publicly viewable 

electronic communications board through which board members can communicate with each 

other, thereby facilitating electronic communications between board members while still 

protecting the public's interest in open and transparent government. Although the bill authorizes 

electronic communication among board members, no official action can be taken via this method 

of communication.  

 

S.B. 1297 imposes the following requirements and controls on official message boards: 

 

 the communication must be in writing; 

 the writing must be posted to an online message board that is viewable by the public; 

 the communication must be displayed in real time and be displayed on the online 

message board for no less than 30 days after the communication is first posted; 

 the governmental body may have only one online message board that the governmental 

body either owns or controls; 

 the online message board must be prominently displayed on the governmental body's 

primary Internet website;  

 the online message board may only be used by members of the governmental body and/or 

its officers; 

 a communication that a member of the governmental body removes from an online 

message board after the 30-day window is subject to the Public Information Act and must 

be retained for two years; and 

 the governmental body may not vote or take any action that is required to be taken at a 

meeting simply by posting a written communication to an online message board. 

 

As proposed, S.B. 1297 amends current law relating to written electronic communications 

between members of a governmental body. 

 

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY 

 

This bill does not expressly grant any additional rulemaking authority to a state officer, 

institution, or agency. 

 

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS 

 

SECTION 1. Amends Subchapter A, Chapter 551, Government Code, by adding Section 

551.006, as follows: 

 

Sec. 551.006.  WRITTEN ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS ACCESSIBLE TO 

PUBLIC. (a) Provides that a communication or exchange of information between 

members of a governmental body about public business or public policy over which the 
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governmental body has supervision or control does not constitute a meeting or 

deliberation for purposes of this chapter if: 

 

(1)  the communication is in writing; 

 

(2)  the writing is posted to an online message board or similar Internet 

application that is viewable by the public; and 

 

(3)  the communication is displayed in real time and displayed on the 

online message board or similar Internet application for no less than thirty 

days after the communication is first posted. 

 

(b) Authorizes a governmental body to have no more than one online message 

board or similar Internet application to be used for the purposes described in 

subsection (a). Requires that the online message board or similar Internet 

application be owned or controlled by the governmental body, be prominently 

displayed on the governmental body's primary Internet web page, and be no more 

than one click away from the governmental body's primary Internet web page. 

 

(c) Authorizes the online message board or similar Internet application described 

in subsection (a) to only be used by members of the governmental body or staff 

members of the governmental body who have received specific authorization 

from a member of the governmental body. Requires that, in the event that a staff 

member posts a communication to the online message board or similar Internet 

application, the name and title of the staff member be posted along with the 

communication. 

 

(d) Requires the governmental body, if a governmental body removes from the 

online message board or similar Internet application a communication that has 

been posted for at least thirty days, to maintain the posting for a period of two 

years.  Provides that this communication is public information and is required to 

be disclosed in accordance with Chapter 552 (Public Information), Government 

Code. 

 

(e) Prohibits the governmental body from voting or taking any action that is 

required to be taken at a meeting under this chapter of the governmental body by 

posting a communication to the online message board or similar Internet 

application. Prohibits a communication or posting to the online message board or 

similar Internet application from being construed to be an action of the 

governmental body. 

 

SECTION 2. Effective date: September 1, 2013. 
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City of Shoreacres, Texas Resolution No. 2015-149

RESOLUTION No. 2015-149
CITY OF SHOREACRES

A RESOLUTION REQUIRING THE CITY TO POST CHECK
REGISTERS FOR EACH CITY CHECKING ACCOUNT ON THE
CITY WEBSITE; MAKING VARIOUS FINDINGS AND
PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE SUBJECT; FINDING
COMPLIANCE WITH THE OPEN MEETINGS LAW; AND,
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE HEREOF.

* * * *

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY

OF SHOREACRES THAT:

Section 1. The matters and facts recited in the preamble to this Resolution are

correct and the same are incorporated herein as a part of this Resolution.

Section 2. The city secretary is hereby directed each calendar month to create,

assemble, and present all city checking account check registers on the city

website where they can be easily accessed by the public. The registers shall

include written checks and electronic transactions and be placed on the website

on or before the 21st day of the following month.

Section 3. Confidential employee pay, benefits and withholding amounts shall be

consolidated into totals within the check register or presented in a separate

monthly expense report.

Section 4. Other confidential items and information protected from disclosure is

edited out of the check registered placed on the city website.

The City Council officially finds, determines, recites, and declares that a sufficient

written notice of the date, hour, place and subject of this meeting of the City

Council was posted at a place convenient to the public at the City Hall of the City

for the time required by law preceding this meeting, as required by the Open

Meetings Law, Chapter 551, Texas Government Code; and that this meeting has

been open to the public as required by law at all times during which this

resolution and the subject matter thereof has been discussed, considered and



City of Shoreacres, Texas Resolution No. 2015-149

formally acted upon. The City Council further ratifies, approves and confirms

such written notice and the contents and posting thereof.

This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon passage.

PASSED AND APPROVED, this 13th day of July, 2015.

CITY OF SHOREACRES

( C I T Y S E A L )

By: __________________________

Rick Moses, Mayor

ATTEST:

____________________________

David K. Stall, CFM, TEM
City Secretary


