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THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SHOREACRES MET IN REGULAR SESSION ON MONDAY, JANUARY 26, 2004 AT 7:00 P.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS LOCATED AT CITY HALL AT 601 SHOREACRES BLVD., SHOREACRES, HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS. 


1.0 ROLL CALL 

NANCY EDMONSON

MAYOR

PRESENT

STAN KRAUHS

MAYOR-PRO-TEM
PRESENT 

DAN BLANCHARD

ALDERMAN

PRESENT

VICKIE ELLIS


ALDERMAN

PRESENT

JOE GOMER


ALDERMAN

PRESENT

JAYO WASHINGTON

ALDERMAN

PRESENT

SHARI TAIT


CITY SECRETARY
PRESENT



2.0
CITIZEN’S PRESENTATION

2.1
Citizen’s Comments

Brandon Landerneau, 511 Fairfield
· Asked for no parking signs to be placed by his house on Fairfield and Westview.
3.0
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REPORTS

3.1
Council Reports/General Discussion


Alderman Washington
· Congratulated Mary Beth Maher for receiving the Humanitarian of the Year Award.      

Alderman Gomer
· Said the Public Works Department does a good job mowing the esplanade on Shoreacres Blvd. but said the gutters are filled with dirt and grass growing over the curb. Suggested an ordinance requiring silt fences and contracting someone to sweep the street. Mayor Edmonson said that is a county road and she would try to call and have that scheduled.   
Alderman Ellis
· Attended a Clear Lake Emergency Medical Corp. (CLEMC) meeting. She said the City would have a small rate increase for services. Said CLEMC has agreed to send a representative from the organization to give an overview of the changes they are implementing. Mayor Edmonson told her to go ahead and schedule a date for them to attend a council meeting. 

· Spoke to Kay Murphy, who is the lady that trains in CPR, and she will come train staff and citizens that are interested. Chief French asked if she could train on the use of a defibrillator and Alderman Ellis said she would check.    
Alderman Blanchard

· Said he plans on attending the Economic Development Meeting but said he has not received any information on that meeting yet.
· Has had citizens question the turn lanes at the intersection of Shoreacres Blvd. and Hwy. 146 and asked if the painted markings could be changed. Mayor Edmonson said she has left messages but would try again to find out what happened to the right turn only lane rather than a left turn only lane. Alderman Blanchard said people are creating a right turn only lane already by driving off the shoulder.  
Alderman Krauhs

· Attended the last CAC to La Porte Industry Meeting. At that meeting, Harris County Pollution Control gave a presentation. He got copies of that presentation and said he would put those in all council members’ boxes.
· Announced the next Clear Lake Area Council of Cities Meeting scheduled for Wednesday of this week. 

Mayor Edmonson

· Said she is going to Austin tomorrow to attend a TCEQ meeting on Wednesday where the Bayport Permit is up in front of the Texas Commission for Environmental Quality. Said they do not take public comments but State Representative, John Davis, would be able to speak on the City’s behalf.  

· Attended a Public Investment course and told Council that they would be seeing some things on the next few agendas updating documentation pieces of the investment policy, including a written investment policy.

· Announced a Town Hall Meeting with Commissioner Sylvia Garcia on February 10.  
· Talked to Patti Welborn, the City’s representative from BFI, regarding recycling. Assigned the City Secretary to set up a date and time for any council members or citizens interested in a tour of the recycling facility.

· Gave a brief Circle Park update by saying that the contractor hired to get the old lights down before the National Guard can install the new ones, has been unable to do so because it has been too wet. Said they would give it another try on Wednesday if it dried up enough. 

· Talked to Jack Rodriguez about the stripping on Shoreacres Blvd. that was too faded and said the County already has it scheduled for next week to repaint.

· Said both the street projects, the joint venture and the bond streets, would be on the February 17th Commissioner Court Agenda for approval to go out for bid. After that a contract will be awarded.

· Said the survey was finally accepted for the park land but then the appraisal was being denied. She said it was requiring that the appraisal be done to federal acquisition standards and would cost $3000. Mayor Edmonson called they NOA waived that requirement. So, they would accept our appraisal with one change that the GLO recommended.

· Told council about a citizen that left Officer Manlescu a gift for a job well done when her mother had fallen and broken her arm.

· Had approached Harris county Flood Control to provide the City with some documentation regarding the flood gate. They provided a preliminary engineering report and she thought that this, along with a letter stating that the project was completed, would suffice for the information needed to allow the City to eliminate the 1989 flood from the repetitive loss list.    

3.2
Review/Discuss Police, Public Works, and Administration Reports.


Administration Report

· An Administration report was submitted, hereto as Attachment “A”.

· The City Secretary said the Brenda would be able to return to work tomorrow. 


Public Works Department 
· Submitted a Public Works Report hereto as Attachment “B”.

· Mayor Edmonson said the Director of Public Works and the Utility Clerk were trying to come up with a simpler way to prepare this report so the format may change somewhat in the future. 
· She said the Public Works Department did spent a lot of time in water this month. 

· Completed the extension of the sewer line on East Bayou yesterday.

4.0
NEW BUSINESS

4.1
Discuss/Take Action on the Purchase of a Laptop Computer and Air Card for the Police Department. Chief French submitted documentation, hereto as Attachment “C” describing what this new system would provide and costs involved. He said this was by far more superior than the system they are using and at approximately the same cost. The Chief said the Officers would also be able to access the internet from the patrol cars. He said this expenditure would come from the money received from the seizure that must be used for something for the Police Department. He said this would be a reoccurring cost each year except for the one time fee of $799 but said at this time, he would purchase only 1 unit and move among patrol vehicles. Moved by Alderman Krauhs and seconded by Alderman Gomer to approve the expenditure.


MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT.

4.2
Discuss/Appoint Members to the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board. Mayor Edmonson said the City received more applicants than the City had positions. Charles Christensen asked what was being required from these volunteers and if there was budgeted money for these projects. Mayor Edmonson explained that a lot of work is being done throughout various City Parks and this board would be to make recommendations to Council for improvements to these parks. They could also help provide costs for improvements for the Parks Department budget. Mary Beth Maher said this board could provide long term plans and help prepare grants. Mark Jones said his goal was to make the parks more family friendly and work on eliminating the graffiti at the park. Alderman Gomer suggested a subcommittee of the applicants not chosen to get them involved although they wouldn’t have a vote. Mayor Edmonson said of all the applicants, she would like to see Sean Garner appointed because he is involved with the leagues that practice at the park. Alderman Gomer reiterated what Charles Christensen said, that this board needs to coordinate with surrounding Cities and their programs and facilities. Mr. Christensen said Shoreacres has no activities for children so they sponge off the City of La Porte. Mayor Edmonson assured him that she has children in activities and that the citizens are not sponging off La Porte. He commented on the cost of the lights and said that is the City had nothing to offer, so the organizations wouldn’t use Shoreacres facilities. He said some organizations will even maintain the fields when they are using them but the fields have to be in good enough shape to use. Each member of Council chose the applicants they recommended and of all votes cast, Mark Jones, Charles Christensen, Mary Beth Maher, and Sean Garner were chosen to the Parks and Recreation Board for a two year term and Diane Victor, Tracy Revak, and Mary Becker for a one year term. Mayor Edmonson asked Mary Beth Maher coordinate the first meeting. 
5.0
ADJOURNMENT

Upon motion, the meeting was adjourned at 8:12 p.m.

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS _____DAY OF _______________________


2004.







________________________________







Nancy R. Edmonson

ATTEST:

___________________

Shari Tait, City Secretary
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