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THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SHOREACRES MET IN REGULAR SESSION ON MONDAY, APRIL 12, 2004 AT 7:00 P.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS LOCATED AT CITY HALL AT 601 SHOREACRES BLVD., SHOREACRES, HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS. 


1.0 ROLL CALL 

NANCY EDMONSON

MAYOR

ABSENT
STAN KRAUHS

MAYOR-PRO-TEM
PRESENT 

DAN BLANCHARD

ALDERMAN

PRESENT (at 7:08)

VICKIE ELLIS


ALDERMAN

PRESENT

JOE GOMER


ALDERMAN

PRESENT

JAYO WASHINGTON

ALDERMAN

PRESENT

SHARI TAIT


CITY SECRETARY
PRESENT



2.0
CITIZEN’S PRESENTATION

2.1
Citizen’s Comments

Roy Joiner, 1019 North Country Club
· Received a letter from the City regarding a permit required for sand. He said his yard is being flooded because of improvements the City did a while back and new houses built on Forest. Said he was not in violation of the ordinance. Alderman Krauhs said he may need to talk to the Building Official or Mayor and Mr. Joiner said he has already spoken to the Mayor.       

Tom Coleman, 207 Shoreacres Blvd. 
· Will attend a SEACAP meeting on Wednesday in El Jardin. He said El Jardin will be
celebrating their 80th anniversary and SEACAP will be celebrating their 10th anniversary. Alderman Krauhs asked who was facilitating for SEACAP and was told that Dr. Bowman was retired from the City of Houston but was still operating as the facilitator for SEACAP.
Dan Fleming, a developer and builder in the City
· Announced to Council that he was present to speak on agenda item 5.1. Alderman Krauhs said Council did not plan to discuss that agenda item because they did not have a plat to review in their council packets. 
3.0
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REPORTS

3.1
Council Reports/General Discussion


Alderman Washington
· Said himself, a number of citizens and staff attended a tour of the BFI Recycling Facilities. He said the recycling materials that citizens put in their blue bins was picked up by BFI (in the same sort of truck that picks up regular trash), compacted, brought back to the recycling center, dumped onto a conveyor, through sorters and put into bins that they sell in the market place. He said there is still a lot of hand sorting of the materials. 
Alderman Gomer  

· Visited Mr. and Mrs. Joiner’s today regarding the letter Mr. Joiner received requiring a permit for fill dirt. He said he thought Mr. Joiner was right by not needing a permit. The City Secretary said the ordinance requires a permit if more than 12 yards of dirt is brought in. Alderman Gomer said it only requires a permit if more than 12 yards are brought in at one time but Mr. Joiner was bringing in one load of sand at a time and spreading it to fill low spots in the yard before he brought in more. The City Secretary said she thought it was more the Building Official’s call as to whether he thought it needed a permit.          

· Also visited Mike and Julianna’s house at Oakdale and Shadylawn. Said the contractor doing the drainage on that road was doing a good job. He said they discussed drainage and that a portion of the City road is on there property.
Alderman Ellis
· Said a neighbor had a new gas dryer installed and was told by the Building Official that they had to put it up on blocks. She said it is supposedly a safety issue but said amending the ordinance requiring that should be discussed. 
· Attended the Board of Directors meeting for CLEMC on March 24th. She said an increase to the City from approximately $3800 a year for services to $16,000 a year was implemented. This increase was for all organizations using CLEMC services.     
Alderman Krauhs
· Attended the La Porte Citizens Advisory Committee meeting. Security at four different local chemical plants was discussed.
4.0
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

4.1
Approval of Minutes of November 24, 2003

A motion was made by Alderman Washington and seconded by Alderman Blanchard to approve the minutes as written.

MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT.

4.2
Approval of Minutes of March 8, 2004


A motion was made by Alderman Gomer and seconded by Alderman Blanchard to approve the minutes of March 8, 2004 as written.


Ayes: Krauhs, Blanchard, Ellis, Gomer


Abstain: Washington  


MOTION CARRIES BY MAJORITY VOTE.
5.0 NEW BUSINESS

5.1
Consider/Approve the Preliminary Plat Submitted by Danny Fleming for the Bayou Oaks Section II Subdivision. Motion was made by Alderman Krauhs and seconded by Alderman Gomer to table this agenda item. Danny Fleming, the developer said he thought the agenda item was going to be presented to council with the original plat that was already approved by the Planning and Zoning/Board of Adjustment Commissions. The City Secretary said that it was her understanding that he was to have the plat corrected with the changes the Commissions made before last Thursday so it could be part of Council’s agenda packets. Mr. Fleming said the only issues were very minor. He said he has the option of keeping the pond but as a token of goodwill, he was deed it to the Homeowner’s Association. They decided amongst themselves that they would create a Pond Association. He said the City also needed 5 foot access around wet areas. He asked council to accept the concept of this plat tonight so he could have permission to take this plat and construction drawings to the City Engineer. Alderman Gomer asked if the question of lots 19 and 20 from the Homeowner’ Association were resolved and Mr. Fleming said they had been. Alderman Krauhs said he was not familiar with this preliminary plat. Alderman Washington said he had nothing to review or anything showing that the Homeowner’s Association or the Commissions had no objections to this plat. The City Secretary said the minutes from the PZ/BOA meeting would be put in the agenda packs with the revised plat. Alderman Blanchard asked him why he needed council’s approval to proceed with his process. The City Secretary said he could submit everything to the City Engineer without approval tonight. Mr. Fleming asked if it was against the law to approve the preliminary and final plats at the same meeting and the City Secretary said “no, she didn’t think so but would check into it”. She said the final plat still had to be approved by Planning and Zoning. Moved by Alderman Krauhs and seconded by Alderman Gomer to table this agenda item.                

MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT.
5.2
Consider/Approve Resolution Number 2004-03, Appointing a Representative to the Clear Creek Watershed Technical Advisory Committee. Alderman Kruahs said the resolution was appointing the Mayor as the representative and Mona Shoup as the alternate. Mona Shoup was present to address council. Ms. Shoup said the Clear Creek Watershed Steering Committee has been meeting about every month but the Technical Advisory Committee was just formed. She said the City of Shoreacres did not have a representative attending the meetings so she was volunteering to attend on the City’s behalf. She said she also served as the alternate for the city of Clear Lake Shores. Alderman Krauhs said that the City should be aware of what is going on and if we have a voice in any decision that could affect the City, we should voice our opinion. Moved by Alderman Blanchard and seconded by Alderman Gomer to approve the ordinance with corrections.


MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT.           

5.3
Discuss/Approve Expenditure for Excavation of Areas of the City’s Drainage System, to Set Proper Elevation, and Excavate and Re-install Culverts as needed. Alderman Krauhs said the City has already appropriated the funds and this was the next set of streets to be done as prioritized by the Director of Public Works. Moved by Alderman Washington and seconded by Alderman Gomer to approve the streets hereto as attachment “A” as the next set of streets to have drainage work and jetting of culverts done. 


MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT. 
5.4
Consider/Approve Ordinance Number 2004-11, Establishing Requirements and Requiring a Permit for Construction; Prescribing Fees and Providing a Penalty. Alderman Krauhs said this ordinance re-set some fees for the expense of providing an outside person to review plans. The City Secretary explained that this ordinance also provided requirements of things that should be required at the site such as a dumpster, portable toilet and silt fencing. Moved by Alderman Gomer and seconded by Alderman Krauhs to approve the ordinance as written.


MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT. 
5.5
Discuss/Take Action on Trash Service on Bayou Street from Forest to the Dead End. No action was taken.
5.6
Consider/Approve Expenditure of $107,774.05 for an Agreement Between the City of Shoreacres and Harris County for Joint Funding Reconstruction of Five Streets. Moved by Alderman Washington and seconded by Alderman Blanchard to approve the expenditure.


MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT. 
5.7
Discuss/Take Action of Financial Report as of February 29, 2004. Alderman Krauhs said the yield for TexPool was not included in this report. He questioned the part-time officer’s salary at 101%. The City Secretary, Shari Tait, said they discussed this during the last financial report update and some of it was due to Sgt. Bianchino being off for surgery. She said the full-time officer’s salaries line item was a little under budget since Officer Bianchino was not receiving pay for a portion of time that he was off. Alderman Krauhs questioned education and Ms. Tait said the Director of Public Works and Humberto Vela both just attended a week long course, Officer Manolescu attended a Bailiff class and Officer Newman attended a Code Enforcement class. The City Secretary said that it was not but she would change it. Alderman Washington said the Chief will be attending a week long class too and that would put them even more over budget. The City Secretary said that she would see if there was balance left over from previous years for police education. Alderman Krauhs asked if the Bailiff class was paid for from the court security fund. Alderman Washington asked if the officer’s salary could also be taken from that line item. Ms. Tait said it could and she would correct that. Alderman Washington asked why the full amount available is not the budgeted amount each year rather than just the amount received for that particular fiscal year. He was told they could change that when they prepare next years’ budget. Alderman Krauhs agreed. Alderman Washington questioned the overtime in Parks and Ms. Tait said the overtime budgeted between the Public Works Departments varied but all of the workers had approximately the same amount of overtime except the Director who has not had hardly any. She said this could be repositioned during the budget as well. Alderman Washington asked if the City had gotten an extra pager and was told that the line item was over because Humberto has lost 2 pagers and the City was charged a fee. He also asked why water department supplies and maintenance was over budget. Ms. Tait said that the Director of Public Works was not categorizing some of the supplies for sewer in the right line item last year so it through this years budget off. Alderman Washington asked if the log was being kept for gasoline and was told by the City Secretary that it was.  Moved by Alderman Krauhs and seconded by Alderman Blanchard to approve the report.


MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT. 
5.8
Discuss/Take Action on Parking and Storage of Boats and Recreational Equipment within the City. No action was taken.
5.9
Consider/Approve Ordinance Number 2004-12, an Agreement with BEACON/Eagle-RF Wireless Broadband Service for Internet E-mail Addresses and Connectivity. The City Secretary said that the City was using Jarvis and they are no longer in business. This contract replaces Jarvis. Alderman Washington asked is the fee was correct and was told that it was. Moved by Alderman Washington and seconded by Alderman Blanchard to approve to ordinance as written.

MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT.

6.0 ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Pro Tem Krauhs adjourned the meeting at 8:30 p.m. 

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS _____DAY OF _______________________


2004.







________________________________







Nancy R. Edmonson

ATTEST:

___________________

Shari Tait, City Secretary
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