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THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SHOREACRES MET IN REGULAR SESSION ON MONDAY, MAY 10, 2004 AT 7:28 P.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS LOCATED AT CITY HALL AT 601 SHOREACRES BLVD., SHOREACRES, HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS. 


1.0 ROLL CALL 

NANCY EDMONSON

MAYOR

PRESENT

STAN KRAUHS

MAYOR-PRO-TEM
ABSENT 

DAN BLANCHARD

ALDERMAN

PRESENT 

VICKIE ELLIS


ALDERMAN

PRESENT

JOE GOMER


ALDERMAN

PRESENT

JAYO WASHINGTON

ALDERMAN

PRESENT

SHARI TAIT


CITY SECRETARY
PRESENT



2.0
CITIZEN’S PRESENTATION

2.1
Citizen’s Comments

Kelly Hennick, 607 Shadylawn 

· Said she was concerned for the personal safety of Ms. Mitchell and others because 
Ms. Mitchell’s house at 603 Shadylawn is in such ill repair. She said the house was literally falling down and not fit for human life. It has holes in the walls, the roof is caving in, has broken windows and wild animals living in it. Ms. Hennick said the house is open to the elements but still has electrical service which is a fire hazard. Mayor Edmonson said she was familiar with the situation and that she and some volunteers cleaned up the property about 2 years ago. She said that she thinks Ms. Mitchell has no family and only one friend from Austin that visits. The Mayor said the only option she thought the City has because of the deterioration of the house is to condemn it.     

Charlene Vaughan, 611 Shadylawn

· Agreed with Ms. Hennick that something had to be done to repair or demolish the house at 603 Shadylawn. 

Dianne Victor, 3346 Miramar

· Asked for more police patrol on Miramar. She said people, including school bus drivers, speed on Miramar. Mayor Edmonson said she would notify the Police Department again. 
Mary Beth Maher, 3610 Miramar

· Commented on agenda item 5.1 by saying that she didn’t see as much of a problem with boats and trailers in citizen’s driveways but said RVs are overwhelming. They make the City look like it’s not well kept and block the view.  

Joe Shak, 502 Oakdale

· Asked if the City had a plan for Circle Park and if so, a timeline for that plan. Said he is concerned that dirt is being brought into the park and if that was going to impede proper drainage. He said if the watershed from the park is going to be increased onto Oakdale St., the culverts need to be cleaned and set to the proper elevation. Mayor Edmonson said the City does have a site plan for the park.

Tom Coleman, 207 Shoreacres Blvd. 

· Said SEACAP is recruiting new members. He said they meet the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. Mayor Edmonson said she would put that in the next Shoreacres Shorts.
Charlotte Wells, 3342 Miramar

· Thanked council for the Bayport opposition.  

· Presented pictures of a float that was made for the art car parade. She said the float could win the “Everyone’s Choice” award and people could vote for the float recipient at ev1.net (vote for entry #172). She said the winning photographs would be put on a mural and hung at Hobby Airport.     

3.0
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REPORTS

3.1
Council Reports/General Discussion


Alderman Gomer

· Attended the Clear Lake Area Council of Cities meeting.  

· Will attend the Clear Lake Watershed meeting tomorrow.

Mayor Edmonson

· Said that last Wednesday, the federal judge rendered her decision on the City’s case challenging the Corps of Engineers on their Bayport EIS documents. She said the City is alleging that the Corps did not follow the National Environmental Policy Act by disclosing all the things they should have. Mayor Edmonson said that judge ruled against the City’s allegations. She said the following day she went to Austin for the state hearing where the City is challenging the TCEQ certification (the state water quality certification process) of Bayport. She said much like the federal challenge, the state case is a procedural challenge. The Judge had not read a lot of the material so she deferred her decision until May 28, 2004. The Mayor said the Judge did not issue an injunction but said the Mayor did not think the Port of Houston would proceed with the expansion until after the May 28th decision. She said an appeal would be filed on the federal suit before the May 28th date. Mayor Edmonson asked council if they would like to have a meeting with Attorney Blackburn before the State hearing but they decided to wait until after that hearing.               

· Said the City will receive 50 to 80 loads of free dirt at Circle Park and asked the Director of Public Works to have the expenditure for a dozer to grade the park on the next agenda. The Mayor said most of the water would flow to Shadylawn and said the ditches upstream from the park would be redone to allow for the extra capacity. The Mayor said the City might want to consider digging the ditches downstream on Oakdale while the City had a drainage contractor to do so. Said the lighting contractor put only one cross bar on the light poles because they had a problem with their equipment. The remaining cross bars will be done tomorrow. Mayor Edmonson said that once the crossbars are installed on the poles, the Texas National Guard will install the light poles into the ground. This will be lighting for two ball fields and sufficient lighting for the other half of the park.            

· Attended a pre-construction meeting last Tuesday for the joint venture streets (Fairfield, Westview, Seagrove, Shadylawn, and Brookside). That project will start June 1, 2004 and the contractor will have 120 days to complete the project with an additional 40 day allowance for rain. The contractor will begin on Fairfield St. to assure that it is complete before school resumes in the fall.    

· Said the bond streets (Baywood, Shadylawn, Forest and Oakdale) were requested first but the permit was just released from the Corps of Engineers last Wednesday. The County will ask for permission to bid on the County Commissioner’s Court Agenda May 25, 2004. The Mayor said that project will probably begin around September 1, 2004.

· Addressed Mr. Shak by saying that since the City had a drainage contract, the ditches between the 400 to the 600 block of Oakdale could be added to that project since those ditches help drain the park as well. 

3.2 Review/Discuss Public Works, and Administration Reports

· A Public Works report was submitted hereto as Attachment “A”.

· Mayor Edmonson said the Director of Public Works put all of his hours under “administration” but would break that out on the next report. Alderman Washington said Eloy’s hours showed more hours worked than available.

· Mayor Edmonson said she was looking at options to simplify the report because it is taking the Utility Clerk more time then necessary to prepare the report.

· Alderman Gomer asked if the Director of Public Works had checked into contracting with someone to spray for mosquitoes. The Mayor said he had not but he found an alternate certification process through the Texas Department of Health. She said that certification only includes spraying for mosquitoes rather than other insects. She said Eloy has sent for information regarding that certification. Mayor Edmonson said she read in the Guidry News that the City of Morgan’s Point approved the purchase of mosquito spraying equipment. After she read that, she talked to the Mayor of the City of Morgan’s Point about the City of Shoreacres contracting with them for that service. Mayor Edmonson said the City of Morgan’s Point will put a proposal together. Alderman Gomer said the contractor that sprayed his house may also submit a proposal.        

· An Administration report was submitted hereto as Attachment “B”.     


· The City Secretary reminded citizens of the May 15, 2004 election. She said that Wednesday is the last day to early vote and the polls will be open on Saturday from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. to cast his or her vote.

· Said “Green-Up, Clean-Up” was scheduled for May 22, 2004.   

· Said there were still a few spots left for citizens wanting to take the CPR class scheduled for May 22, 2004.

4.0
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

4.1
Approval of Minutes of April 12, 2004


A motion was made by Alderman Washington and seconded by Alderman Gomer to approve the minutes with one correction.


MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT.

4.2
Approval of Minutes of April 26, 2004


A motion was made by Alderman Gomer and seconded by Alderman Ellis to table this agenda item for review.


MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT.

5.0
OLD BUSINESS

5.1
Discuss/Take Action on Parking and Storage of Boats and Recreational Equipment within the City. The Mayor said she put this on the agenda to get council’s input before any action was taken. She said that in her opinion, the RVs are more of an eyesore than boats because of the size of some of the RVs. The Mayor said council may consider no boats or RVs, allow only boats, allow both as long as they are parked behind the front of the house, or only allow them for a specified period of time. Alderman Gomer made a motion to table but had no second to that motion. Alderman Washington said council has had requests to cleanup the City and that it should be addressed. He said council should get input from the citizens that may be affected. Alderman Blanchard said it should be addressed as beautification of the City and it is a legitimate complaint that other citizens have raised. Alderman Washington commented on a citizen that has an equipment truck on Sunrise. The City Secretary said there have been complaints regarding the semi truck that sometimes parks in the 800 block on Shoreacres Blvd. Council decided to publicize for public input to parking boats and RVs at residences or any other beautification issue before any action is taken. No other action was taken.              

5.2
Discuss/Take Action on Nominating a Citizen of the Year. Mayor Edmonson said they had numerous nominees and recommended Alderman Krauhs as citizen of the year. Moved by Alderman Washington and seconded by Alderman Gomer to nominate Stan Krauhs as citizen of the year. 


MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT.

5.3
Discuss/Take Action on Nominating an Employee of the Year. Mayor Edmonson said there were no nominations for an employee of the year from any citizen but that employees did submit nominations. Mayor Edmonson said Officer Newman covered shifts when the Sergeant was unable to work. The City Secretary said she nominated Officer Newman because of his willingness to help the administration department. Moved by Alderman Gomer and seconded by Alderman Blanchard to nominate Officer David Newman as employee of the year.   


MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT.

6.0
NEW BUSINESS

6.1
Consider/Approve Ordinance Number 2004-14, an Ordinance on Tree Protection. Mayor Edmonson said this was brought up by the Parks Board. She said the ordinance is not as extensive as it could be but it would not allow property owners to cut down trees on undeveloped lots without a new construction permit. The Mayor said that Alderman Gomer gave her the City of La Porte’s ordinance regarding tree protection which included protecting trees in the City right-of-way so she included that in this ordinance as well. After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Alderman Washington and seconded by Alderman Gomer to approve the ordinance with 2 corrections. The first change would allow Chinese Tallow trees to be removed without a permit; the second change was to include protection on trees on all rights-of-way  rather than just City owned right-of-way. 

             MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT.  

6.2
Consider/Approve Ordinance Number 2004-15, an Agreement between the Shoreacres Police Department and the Port of Houston Authority for Security Services at the Barbours Cut Terminal. Mayor Edmonson pointed out that this agreement was not for the Barbours Cut Terminal but for security at the Bayport Terminal. She said this is the same agreement as in prior years with a 3% increase to the Port of Houston. A motion was made by Alderman Washington and seconded by Alderman Blanchard to approve the ordinance as written.


MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT.  

6.3
Discuss/Take Action on purchase of a four (4) inch pump for Lift Station at Sunrise and Shoreacres Blvd. Mayor Edmonson said the pump at that lift station is the original pump and is about 30 years old. She said that the rotor is not spinning evenly because the pump is not balanced properly. She said she asked for two bids but the Director of Public Works said this is the only company that makes this size pump and will install it. Moved by Alderman Gomer and seconded Ellis to approve the expenditure.


MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT.

7.0
ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Edmonson adjourned the meeting at 8:22 p.m. 

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS _____DAY OF _______________________


2004.







________________________________







Nancy R. Edmonson

ATTEST:

___________________

Shari Tait, City Secretary
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